“The VOICE over many waters ...” Psalm 29

The Current

Sivan / Tammuz 5775
June 2015

Sivan / Tammuz 5775

June 2015

The Blessings of Mayim Rabim
One of my favorite stories in the Torah is of Yitro, Moses’s father-inlaw, who pays a visit to Moses and observes him going about his
business (Exodus 18). Yitro offers sage advice to Moses to help Moses
grow as a leader. Yitro is an example for all of us of the insight that
can be gained by consulting with a trusted advisor. Sometimes it’s
invaluable to have the perceptions of an outsider. Why else would
people seek feedback from consultants, therapists, clergy or coaches?
Members of Mayim Rabim were fortunate to be visited by a wise
advisor at the end of April. We met with Rabbi Mordechai Liebling
at the home of Barbara and Bruce Nordstrom-Loeb. Rabbi Liebling
is the Director of the Social Justice Organizing Program at
RRC [Reconstructionist Rabbinical College] and former Executive
Director of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation. During this
powerful session, Rabbi Liebling had us reflect on the strengths we
have as a congregation.
Individuals shared how they love the community, enjoy services,
cherish the intimacy and treasure the way we care about one another.
People spoke about deriving intellectual stimulation from our programs
and feeling shared values with one another. Our small size was also
seen as a plus.
Rabbi Liebling challenged us by asking what we want others to feel
when they walk into Mayim Rabim. We heard the aspirations that
newcomers would be welcomed and inspired. We were also asked
what we hoped they would feel when they left. What would they walk
out with that they didn’t know before? Rabbi Liebling encouraged us
to consider that during High Holiday services everybody is part of the
membership committee. He encouraged everybody to reach past his
or her comfort zone and speak to a person they do not know.
As a result of this meeting, members were energized to focus on
how we will grow based on our current strengths. We recognize the
blessings of Mayim Rabim when we focus on our community, our
small size that allows for intimacy, our adult education programming,
and the availability of our Rabbi.
Lest we get too complacent, Rabbi Liebling cautioned us to take great
care when a new member joins. He likened the new member’s initial
period with our congregation to the engagement phase of a serious
relationship. More courtship needs to ensue to solidify the marriage.
Most of all, we left with an affirmation of who we are as a community
and renewed energy to focus on growing.
Please see inside this Current for more on the congregation-wide
meeting that will take place on Wednesday, June 17, from 6:30 to
8:00 pm at the home of Isaac Kaufman and Kim Ferencik, at which
our specific emphasis will be on outreach and growth.
I hope to see you there!
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Rabbi Sharon Stiefel

Ritual and Program Schedule

All events are held at
4401 York Avenue South
in Minneapolis
(Friends Meeting House)
unless otherwise specified.

Friday June 12, 6:15 – 7:30 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Led by Rabbi Stiefel and congregants; followed by kiddush and
a pot luck dairy vegetarian Shabbat dinner.
The Board will honor Rabbi Stiefel at this service in
recognition of her honorary Doctor of Divinity degree.
All are welcome.

Sunday, June 14, 4:00 – 5:30 PM
Book Group - The World to Come, by Dara Horn
Home of Ina and Larry Gravitz
(email office@mayimrabim.org for address)
We will discuss a daring, ambitious, and wildly readable novel.
A million-dollar painting by Marc Chagall is stolen from a museum.
The unlikely thief is Benjamin Ziskind, a thirty-year-old quiz-show writer.
Richly satisfying, utterly unique, this novel opens the door to
"the world to come" - not life after death, but the world we create
through our actions right now.

Wednesday June 17, 6:30 – 8:00 PM
Congregational Growth Meeting
Home of Isaac Kaufman and Kim Ferencik
(email Isaac_kaufman@yahoo.com for address)
In April, a group of Mayim Rabim members met with Rabbi Mordechai
Liebling, from the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. He shared some
valuable ideas on congregational growth. To capitalize on that advice, the
Membership Committee has scheduled a congregation-wide meeting to
focus on outreach and growth. Mayim Rabim has been growing slowly
and steadily in recent years, but maintaining that momentum will require
everyone's involvement. Please come and bring your energy and ideas.
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Ritual and Program Schedule

Saturday June 27, 9:30 – Noon
Shabbat morning service
Led by Rabbi Stiefel and congregants; followed by a potluck dairy vegetarian lunch.
Torah portion: Parshat Chukat “Decree”
Childcare is provided.

Sunday, June 28 th
Twin Cities Pride Celebration
Mayim Rabim is joining the local Jewish Gay Lesbian Bisexual Transgender Queer
community for the Pride Celebration. We need volunteers to walk, skip, and cheer in
the parade and to staff the J-Pride booth, you will schmooze, answer questions, and
pass out information about local Jewish communities. Please let Sydne Westorff
know if you wish to participate in J-Pride – either in the parade or at the booth.
Contact her at 612-331-4033 or mayim.rabim.sydne@gmail.com. Line-up for the
parade begins at 10:30 AM. The festival is from 10:00 AM – 6:00 PM, with
one-hour shifts at the booth available. Everyone is welcome!
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Saturday July 11, 9:30-Noon
Shabbat morning service

Led by Rabbi Stiefel and congregants; followed by a potluck lunch.

Saturday July 25
Tisha B'Av evening service
With and at Adath Jeshurun Congregation in Minnetonka.

Friday July 31, 6:15 – 7:30 PM
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Led by Rabbi Stiefel and congregants; followed by a potluck dinner.
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Mayim Rabim Community Notes

Mayim Rabim Board – Minutes
Tuesday, March 24, 2015
Members in attendance: Denise, Celia, Sandra, Sydne, and Larry.
The Board appointed Patty Diamond as the chair of the Youth Programs
Committee.
The Elections Committee reported that the ballot is just about ready to be sent to
the membership. The ballot will include language regarding the rabbi contract
along with one candidate running for the Board.
The Rabbi Rehire Committee reported on the ongoing contract negotiations
with Rabbi Stiefel.
The Finance Committee reviewed the current budget.
The Ritual Committee is looking for volunteers to lead or participate in
services, as well as read Torah.

Mayim Rabim Board – Minutes
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
Members in attendance: Denise, Celia, Sandra, Marc, and Larry.
The Board moved to accept Rabbi Stiefel’s contract.
The Finance Committee reported that to date in this fiscal year, no funds have been
taken out of the Rabbi Development Fund to balance the budget. Mayim Rabim will
be increasing the dues we pay to the Reconstructionist movement in the next
budget by 15%. The Finance Committee has proposed changes to the Dues Policy,
formalizing our current practice. Certain revisions were suggested. The Board will
continue this discussion and vote on the policy at the May Board meeting.

Mayim Rabim Board – Minutes
Monday, May 11, 2015
Members in attendance: Denise, Celia, Sandra, Larry, Sydne, and Helen.
Barbara Nordstrom-Loeb from the Ritual Committee and Ad Hoc Shabbat
Practices Committee proposed changes to current Gay/Lesbian Congregants
and Commitment Ceremonies policy and congregation Shabbat practice.
The Board voted to change the language in the proposed revision of the
Gay/Lesbian policy to remove “GLBTQ” references and replace the acronym
with other gender and sexual orientation language. Barbara will reconfigure
the policy language and bring it back to the Board. The Board voted to approve
the changes to Mayim Rabim’s Kashrut policy and Ritual Customs document
regarding: community traditions for ritual hand washing and the Hamotzi, candle
lighting during Shabbat Services, and Kashrut policy.

continued on page 5
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Sandra reported on the Plenum call with the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities.
The Reconstructionist Rabbinical College is considering adjusting its policy on
admitting rabbinical applicants and ordaining rabbis who have non-Jewish partners.
There was also discussion of the Reconstructionist movement’s budget and ways to
raise revenue.
The Board began discussing the need for a policy with guidelines on outside groups
using the Friends Meeting House.
The Board approved Mayim Rabim’s support of the Human Trafficking Resolution
brought to us by Jewish Community Action, National Council of Jewish Women, and
the Jewish Community Relations Council. (To see the Human Trafficking Resolution,
copy this address into your browser.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1niGKyPGVl3YVgOxywv5T_5LbsCQeRDQlZo9xwlKz_g/viewform)
The Board approved a donation to the Jewish Reconstructionist Communities in
honor of Rabbi Liebling.
The Finance Committee presented the proposed 2015-2016 budget. The Board
approved the 2015-2016 budget. The Dues Policy was approved by the Board.
The Ritual Committee has service dates set for next year and these dates will be
submitted to the Friends Meeting for review.
The Board discussed the need for a House Committee Chair (position is still vacant).
The Tikkun Olam Committee reported that Mayim Rabim will once again be
participating in the J-PRIDE event and parade on June 28th.

Election Results
The Election Committee is pleased to announce that the following Board Members
and Committee Chairs will serve our community in 2015-16:
Marc Lamm, President
Sandra Levine, Treasurer and Chair of Finance Committee
Helen Romanishan, Secretary
Larry Gravitz, Board Member At Large
Celia Gershenson, Board Member At Large
Membership Chair, Isaac Kaufman
Youth Programs Chair, Patty Diamond
Ritual Committee Chair, Barbara Nordstrom Loeb
Tikkun Olam Chair, Ken Granle
House Committee, Open
Adult Programs, Isaac Kaufman (convener).
In addition, there was overwhelming support for the resolution to enable the Board
to negotiate a contract up to two years, with Rabbi Sharon Stiefel.
Thanks to the Election Committee, Debbie Hahn Fisher, Dana Fox, and Marc Lamm.
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If you would like to make
a contribution, send it to
Mayim Rabim Congregation, 2751 Hennepin Ave
S, Suite 236,
Minneapolis, MN 55408.
You may also donate
online through PayPal on
our website:
www.mayimrabim.org

We gratefully acknowledge
the following donations —
General Fund
• Ina & Larry Gravitz - in honor of Elaine
Frankowski's reading Torah on April 11th
• Bev Turk

Mazal Tov -– We proudly announce . . .

Art Schmooze

engagements of both of her older children!
Zvi plans to marry Debra Constantine, a lovely
Jewish girl from Stillwater and Mayim Rabim’s own
youth education teacher. Shalva is engaged to
Lenny Gale, a wonderful Jewish boy from Golden
Valley. Next spring and summer should be full of
happy celebrations for us, as Claire is
preparing for her Bat Mitzvah!

The second annual Art Schmooze art sale
was a success despite another year of not so
great weather! We raised over $400 dollars
through sales of pottery, pies, paintings,
fused glass plates, and more. The first item
sold this year was a beautiful painting of
sunflowers by Rachel Fisher. Thanks for the
donation, Rachel! Thank you to all the other
artists who donated their work: Larry Gravitz,
Marc Lamm, Sydne Westorff, Dana Fox, Robin
Brown, Ken Granle, Amy Lange, and Denise
Pasmanter.

• Patty Diamond is thrilled to announce the

• Mayim Rabim is also thrilled that our rabbi,

Sharon Stiefel, will be recognized at the graduation

ceremony of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College. She will receive the honorary degree of Doctor
of Divinity for 25 years of service in the rabbinate.
The ceremony will take place on

Sunday June 7 at 2:30 PM at Temple Sinai in
Dresher PA. All are invited!

Thanks to all who stopped by and schmoozed
or bought items. Next year we plan to have
the event later in the season to increase the
likelihood of weather more conducive to enjoying each other’s company. So plan ahead to
come to the new, improved 3rd Annual Art
Schmooze!

When Generosity Strikes

Some generous members donate on-line through Paypal, Razoo, or GiveMN.
On-line giving is easy, convenient, and fosters impromptu generosity. And we
believe that donors assume that all their money comes to Mayim Rabim. Not
so! There are service charges. Razoo charges Mayim Rabim 7.5% of your
donation; GiveMN charges 4.9% and the Paypal link on our website takes
2.2% plus 30¢ per transaction, amounting to about 2.6% per donation.
So when you are moved to donate on-line, please use our Paypal link
whenever you can. And, if you are so inclined, add a bit to your donation
to cover the expense to Mayim Rabim.
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All Month -

Toiletries Drive
Continues!
The Tikkun Olam Committee, working
with Jewish Family and Children's
Service (JFCS), is collecting toiletries
to pass on to families in need.
Please bring hotel/airline and full size
unopened products to services all
month. There will be a collection box
at the door. Dave Kopperl will collect
and deliver them to JFCS.

r
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Thanks to Susie McKitterick

for leading a fascinating tour of items of Jewish interest
at the Minneapolis Institute of Art [MIA] on May 14.
About a dozen Mayim Rabim members followed Susie, a
longtime docent at the MIA, on a tour through nearly a
millennium of art and art history. We began our tour at
MIA’s Judaica section, then traced Biblical stories and
Jewish themes throughout the centuries and across
different artistic movements.
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The pre-tour dinner at Black Sheep Pizza was
scrumptious.

Cultural opportunities such as this are one of
the things that help our congregation thrive.
We look forward to more events like this in the future.

Medicine Bottles For Malawi
Landfills Do Not Need Medicine Bottles!
We ‘first-worlders’ who use prescription medicines may find
ourselves uncomfortable throwing away empty medicine bottles.
Malawi Needs Medicine Bottles! While we throw away perfectly good
medicine bottles, medical pharmacies and hospital facilities in Malawi often find
themselves with nothing except torn pieces of paper in which to wrap
medicine for their patients. Medicine so wrapped is prey to contamination
or loss and may be a dangerous attraction for curious children. Your empty
bottles can help families in a third world country keep their medicines clean, out
of reach of small children, and safe while they are being used.
We can Help Malawi and Landfills: Save used prescription containers.
Remove labels: peel the peelables; put the non-peelables in boiling water until you
can remove the labels and the glue. Then box or bag up a bunch and bring them
to Mayim Rabim for Elaine Frankowski to deliver to a neighbor who is
sending them in bulk to the Malawi project.
Either Elaine or a friend will collect them at services.
For more information visit http://malawiproject.org.
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Jewish Community News
Sunday June 1, 6:00 PM
P’Chotchka—Celebrating 20 years of Rimon’s Support of the Arts
Where: Metropolitan Ballroom 5418 Wayzata Blvd., Golden Valley
Tickets: $54, includes food and a beverage. Tickets may be purchased
online at www.rimonMN.org or by calling 952-381-3449 .
Rimon: The Minnesota Jewish Arts Council presents P’Chotchka, a fast-paced
evening of art, film, and performance. This benefit for Rimon features eight
outstanding artists the organization has funded or presented during the past
several years. They speak about ideas or images that excite them or inspire
them. Eighteen images are projected on a screen, and the artists speak
eighteen seconds per image. The result is a lively smorgasbord of ideas and
a tasty sampling of the astounding range of activity taking place in
Minnesota’s Jewish arts community. Rimon is an initiative of the Minneapolis
Jewish Federation.
Twin Cities Jewish Chorale
Sunday June 7, 3:00 PM
Sabes JCC, 4330 Cedar Lake Road; St. Louis Park
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Wednesday June 10, 7:00 PM
Ways of Peace Book Presentation
Where: Minneapolis Friends Meeting House; 4401 York Av. S.
Friends for a NonViolent World is hosting a Ways of Peace event where Rabbi
Amy Eilberg will speak about her book, From Enemy to Friend: Jewish
Wisdom and the Pursuit of Peace. Rabbi Eilberg blends ancient Jewish
sacred texts on peace building, with real life descriptions of conflict
engagement. The interweaving of personal story, sacred text, and theory
demonstrates how relationships can move from estrangement and wounding,
entrenched bigotry and fear, to positive, engaged encounter.
Admission is free; all are welcome .
Thursday, June 11 6:30 PM
Jewish Family and Children’s Services of Minneapolis: 105th Annual
Meeting and Celebration
Where: Beth El Synagogue, 5224 W 26th St, St. Louis Park.
What: 6:30 PM – dessert reception and social hour; 7:30 PM annual
meeting, including awards ceremony
The Annual Meeting is free and open to all. RSVP by Friday, May 29, by
calling 952-417-2157 or online at www.jfcsmpls.org.
Thursday, June 18, 2015!
Food For Your Soul: a fundraiser to benefit Sholom Auxiliary
Sholom Auxiliary is sponsoring its fundraiser, Food For Your Soul, in multiple
host homes throughout the Twin Cities. Food For Your Soul is a one of a kind
dinner party featuring a delicious dinner and a featured Foodie (food guest),
including chefs, food critics, food writers and restaurant entrepreneurs. The
elegant dinners will take place in ten-plus homes or venues with
approximately 30 guests at each home, providing for an intimate setting and
fun evening. Visit www.foodforyoursoul.org to make your reservations for
this fundraising event to benefit Sholom.

!
Sunday, June 21, 2015 - 5:30 to 7:30 PM
Reception and reading – Catching the Escape Artist: Biographer
Thomas Beller talks J.D. Salinger
Where: Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Parkway, Saint Paul, MN, 55116
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Sunday, June 21, 2015 - 5:30 to 7:30 PM
Reception and reading – Catching the Escape Artist: Biographer
Thomas Beller talks J.D. Salinger
Where: Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Parkway, Saint Paul, MN, 55116
FREE and open to the public; register online at www.thefriends.org/beller
The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library and the Twin Cities Jewish Book
Series present Thomas Beller discussing his new biography of J.D. Salinger,
The Escape Artist. The event is an introduction to—and fundraiser for—the
newly renovated Highland Park Library.
Beller’s biography details Salinger’s work as an author and also focuses on
Salinger’s family life—his relationships with his parents and sister, and his
Jewish upbringing—an emphasis missing in previous biographies. The Jewish
Book Council called The Escape Artist “the first Salinger biography to make a
strong case for the central role of Jewishness in his childhood, in the
formation of his literary sensibility, in the tenor of his family life, and in the
shaping of his world view.”
The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Library is a private, nonprofit
membership organization which supports the Saint Paul Public Library
through private fundraising, advocacy, cultural programming and public
awareness activities.
The St. Paul JCC and Sabes JCC are multifaceted organizations offering
educational, social, cultural, recreational and fitness services to the entire
community.
For more information, call Penny Schumacher at the St. Paul JCC, 651-2554732
…and in July and August
Wednesdays, July 15, 22, 29 and August 5
Summer Arts Workshops for Adults
Where: Sabes JCC
Cost: $60.00/full day session; 10% discount for 2 or more sessions
Participants will work with local artists in an array of media at cultural sites
throughout the Twin Cities. The workshops emphasize bridging art and
nature with a Jewish twist. Descriptions of the workshops are available at
http://www.sabesjcc.org/summer-arts-workshop.php ."
To register telephone Claire Avitabile at 952-381-3447 or copy the following
address into your internet browser —
http://www.sabesjcc.org/pdf/Summer%20Workshops%20Registration%20F
orm_2015.pdf
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Reconstructionist News
Reconstructionist News
Tikkun Middot —Cultivating Our Character
Jewish Reconstructionist Communities are participating in a Tikkun
Middot program with the goal of introducing the Jewish practice
of Musar. This month’s middah is Shtikah-Shmirat HaLashon: Silence
and Mindful Speech.
Learn more about the first seven middot and sign up to receive
the "Middah of the Month” at https://www.rrc.edu/middah.
Update on the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College’s Partner Status
Policy
The Reconstructionist Rabinical College [RRC] is revisiting its policy barring
admission or graduation of students who are married or in committed
relationships with non-Jews. In stage one of the review, the faculty
conducted in-depth research, reflection and discussion, after which they
voted for preliminary passage of a proposal to eliminate the policy. In
stage two of the RRC’s values-based decision-making process, they invited
various stakeholders—including congregations—to weigh in.
The dialogue around this issue revealed strong feelings on both sides. A
number of congregations voiced support, others opposed the proposed
policy change, and a few were divided. While intermarried households are
welcomed in our Reconstructionist congregations there were concerns about
changing the policy for Rabbis — concerns about historical Jewish survival,
the centrality of Jewish homes and families, the Rabbi as a model for Jewish
behavior, as well as the potential to alienate other movements, and fear
that a change might marginalize Reconstructionism in the larger Jewish
community as well as alienate members and congregations that consider
this too radical a move. Arguments in support of a change include the idea
of Rabbis serving as positive role models for maintaining strong Jewish
practice and engaged Jewish lives and Reconstructionism’s core value of
inclusivity.
Various compromises were suggested: to allow a more robust interpretation
of the word “ordinarily” in the policy: “The RRC does not ordinarily admit or
graduate;” to revive the category of “ger toshav” for non-Jews who commit
themselves to the community; and, to remove the intermarried prohibition
but add language about maintaining a Jewish home and raising Jewish
children.
RRC faculty deliberations have already taken place; a final vote will occur,
tentatively, this August.
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From Your Editor
The Rabbi writes this month about the value of sage advice. Sometimes
sage advice comes from being in a situation yourself. Your editor announces a deadline of the 15 th of the month and gnashes her remaining
teeth when items come in late. She behaves as if she’s the boss and the
submitters are employees when in fact we are all volunteers. For the past
few months she’s been a volunteer on a project where the leader behaves
as if she’s the boss and the people working the tasks are employees,
subject to the boss’s rules and a few not-too-gentle tongue lashings.
Never again will I gnash my teeth. I’ll understand if an item has to wait
for final information and include it or not as time and space allow.

Need information about Mayim Rabim?

?

Want to know times and places of events?
Website: www.mayimrabim.org
MAYIM RABIM CONGREGATION is affiliated
with the Jewish Reconstructionist movement
(www.jewishrecon.org). We are an urban Jewish
community that comprises people of diverse ages,
abilities, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds,
and financial resources. It is our mission to create
and sustain spaces that enhance the practice of
Judaism in the contemporary world; to that end,
we are a house of prayer, of study, and tikkun olam
(the repair of the world). As Reconstructionists,
we view Judaism as an evolving religious civilization
and claim a shared heritage with all Jews. Our
synagogue is governed by an elected board of directors:
Marc Lamm, President
Denise Pasmanter, Vice President
Celia Gershenson, Vice President, Ritual Affairs
Sandra Levine, Treasurer
Helen Romanishan, Secretary
Sydne Westorff, Chair, Tikkun Olam
Larry Gravitz, Member At-Large
Jeremy Fisher, President Emeritus
Sharon Stiefel, Rabbi
Dana Fox, Congregational Administrator
Committee Chairs: Isaac Kaufman, Membership;
Barbara Nordstrom-Loeb, Ritual Co-Chair
Dana Fox, Finance Co-Chair
Patty Diamond, Youth Programs Chair

Email: office@mayimrabim.org
Phone: 612-247-5490

Unless otherwise noted, events are held at the
Friends Meeting House,
4401 York Ave. S, Minneapolis
Mailing Address:
2751 Hennepin Ave. S, #236, Mpls, MN 55408

The Current is a monthly newsletter of Mayim Rabim
Congregation. Submission deadline is the 15th of each month
for the month following.
Submit to Elaine Frankowski at:
elaine.frankowski@gmail.com
Editor: Elaine Frankowski
Production: David Liss

